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stir there was, for in the autumn Brampton was besieged by a body of the Royalist party under Sir William Vavasour. It was an age of heroines, and Brilliana Lady Harley showed no less courage at Brampton Bryan than did the more famous Lady Derby at Lathom House, and the beautiful Lady Blanche Arundel at Wardour Castle. For six weeks she defended her home with resolution and spirit. In October she wrote to her husband: "All the children are well, but I have taken an exceeding great cold, which much troubles me. I beseech the Lord to preserve you and to give you a comfortable meeting with your most affectionate wife." But this was not to be, for in the same month Lady Harley died, worn out by the fatigues and anxieties of the preceding weeks.
Sir Edward Harley,1 who was made a Knight of the Bath in 1667, was as public-spirited as his father, but more moderate and more statesmanlike in opinion. Though he fought in the Parliamentary armies with great gallantry, he was opposed to a strong anti-Monarchical policy, and, after the death of the King, to the assumption by Cromwell of almost autocratic power; and, like others who had served the cause of Parliament well, he lost in time the confidence of the Protector. It was natural, therefore, that he should be in favour of the return of Charles n.; but though a member of
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